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FSA Acting State Director Message 
On the behalf of Virginia Farm Service Agency, I wish you happiness and good health 
during this wonderful holiday season.  This is a time filled with love, family, and friends.  

As you work on your farms, I hope you will remain healthy and stay safe.  As Virginia 
Acting State Executive Director, one of the most enjoyable aspects of the holiday season 
is sharing the joy and excitement with friends, coworkers, and families. 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/bulletins/2fd0891
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0808699c23404374669d08d9be5cf048%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637750129540118579%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=VlELmhcN7uAKOkwpD82h%2FlZqnzAM9SMKFlY0z7BXXLw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2Fwps%2Fportal%2Fnrcs%2Fsite%2Fnational%2Fhome%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0808699c23404374669d08d9be5cf048%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637750129540128545%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=2sgopknKsOJCF9rsKPtN9VCBDk7HOZ7suvr1PndIuRI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frma.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0808699c23404374669d08d9be5cf048%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637750129540128545%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=X2fZ9wFcH0czb2BPhd0CzVwZhgHxJ5XxbjHRyAtN76M%3D&reserved=0


FSA’s Holiday wish is for our producers to submit their loan applications early! 

The Farm Loan Program team in Virginia is already working on operating loans for Spring 
2022 and asks potential borrowers to submit their requests early to help ensure timely 
processing.  Contact your local FSA office to discuss program eligibility and available 
programs that may best fit the needs of your farming operation.  

Loans available through FSA Farm Loan Programs: 

Farm Operating loans can help large and small farm operations take advantage of early 
purchasing discounts for spring inputs as well expenses throughout the year.  Farm 
operating loans may also be used to purchase necessary livestock or equipment for your 
operation. 

Farm Ownership loans can be used to purchase or enlarge farms or make capital 
improvements to a farming operation. 

Microloans provide up to $50,000 for both Farm Ownership and Operating purposes to 
eligible applicants.  The microloan application process is simpler and requires less 
paperwork to complete, which is consistent with a smaller loan amount.  Eligibility, 
feasibility, and security requirements still apply. 

Loans available through FSA Farm Programs: 

Marketing Assistance Loans allow producers to use eligible commodities as loan 
collateral and obtain a 9-month loan while the crop is in storage.    

Farm Storage Facility Loans can be used to build permanent structures used to store 
eligible commodities, for storage and handling trucks, or portable or permanent handling 
equipment. 

 Wishing you a happy holiday season and a joyous new year! 

 
NRCS State Conservationist’s Message 
If you’re like me, you usually map out the route for any journey into unfamiliar territory. 
You want to know how long it will take to get there and to select the best route for the trip. 
Your end goal will play a big role in deciding whether to take the back roads or opt for the 
interstate. 

Conservation is really no different. Our agency has recently announced priorities that will 
help guide our programs delivery and technical assistance throughout Fiscal Year 2022. 
As we’re taking this journey together, I thought I’d share them with you now: 

1. Ensure equity in the delivery and implementation of all NRCS programs and 
services. 

2. Increase assistance for climate-smart agriculture and forestry to support producers 
in building resiliency across their operations.  



3. Expand conservation tools and support to address the unique needs of urban 
farmers and communities nationwide. 

4. Cultivate a complete and diverse workforce that has the right tools, technologies 
and training to uphold the scientific integrity of NRCS. 

5. Leverage innovative partnerships to expand NRCS’s ability to get conservation on 
the ground effectively and efficiently.   

What will this announcement mean to you? To our many conservation partners, it means 
that we’re very interested in learning about your goals for the next year and that my door 
will always be open to explore options for integrating those goals into current joint 
initiatives and future grant proposals. 

To our thousands of Virginia farmers, it means we will be here, as always, to help you 
address natural resource concerns on your land. For those who have taken the first steps, 
we will continue to offer “next level” programs that build on what you’ve already done. It 
also means that we are committed as an agency to fairness and diversity in hiring and 
objectivity and impartiality in the reviewing of applications for financial assistance. 

Our course is set. Is there a way we can assist you with yours? 

Wishing you all a ¡Feliz Navidad y próspero Año Nuevo! 

Dr. Edwin Martinez Martinez, State Conservationist 

 
USDA Builds Pandemic Support for Certified 
Organic and Transitioning Operations 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will provide pandemic assistance to cover 
certification and education expenses to agricultural producers who are certified organic or 
transitioning to organic. USDA will make $20 million available through the new Organic 
and Transitional Education and Certification Program (OTECP) as part of USDA’s 
broader Pandemic Assistance for Producers initiative, which provides new, broader and 
more equitable opportunities for farmers, ranchers and producers.     

During the COVID-19 pandemic, certified organic and transitional operations faced 
challenges due to loss of markets, and increased costs and labor shortages, in addition to 
costs related to obtaining or renewing their organic certification, which producers and 
handlers of conventionally grown commodities do not incur. Transitional operations also 
faced the financial challenge of implementing practices required to obtain organic 
certification without being able to obtain the premium prices normally received for certified 
organic commodities.       

Eligible Expenses   

OTECP funding is provided through the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security 
Act (CARES Act). Certified operations and transitional operations may apply for OTECP 
for eligible expenses paid during the 2020, 2021 and 2022 fiscal years. For each year, 
OTECP covers 25% of a certified operation’s eligible certification expenses, up to $250 
per certification category (crop, livestock, wild crop, handling and State Organic Program 

https://www.farmers.gov/pandemic-assistance/otecp?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/pandemic-assistance/otecp?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/coronavirus/pandemic-assistance?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


fee). This includes application fees, inspection fees, USDA organic certification costs, 
state organic program fees and more.     

Crop and livestock operations transitioning to organic production may be eligible for 75% 
of a transitional operation’s eligible expenses, up to $750, for each year. This includes 
fees charged by a certifying agent or consultant for pre-certification inspections and 
development of an organic system plan.  

For both certified operations and transitional operations, OTECP covers 75% of 
the registration fees, up to $200, per year, for educational events that include content 
related to organic production and handling in order to assist operations in increasing their 
knowledge of production and marketing practices that can improve their operations, 
increase resilience and expand available marketing opportunities. Additionally, both 
certified and transitional operations may be eligible for 75% of the expense of soil testing 
required under the National Organic Program (NOP) to document micronutrient deficiency, 
not to exceed $100 per year.   

Applying for Assistance     

Signup for 2020 and 2021 OTECP will be Nov. 8, 2021, through Jan. 7, 2022. Producers 
apply through their local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office and can also obtain one-on-
one support with applications by calling 877-508-8364. Visit farmers.gov/otecp to learn 
more.   

Additional Organic Support     

OTECP builds upon USDA’s Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP) which 
provides cost share assistance of 50%, up to a maximum of $500 per scope, to producers 
and handlers of agricultural products who are obtaining or renewing their certification 
under the NOP. This year’s application period for OCCSP ended Nov. 1, 2021.  

Additionally, USDA’s Risk Management Agency announced improvements to the Whole-
Farm Revenue Program including increasing expansion limits for organic producers to the 
higher of $500,000 or 35%. Previously, small and medium size organic operations were 
held to the same 35% limit to expansion as conventional practice producers. Also, 
producers can now report acreage as certified organic, or as acreage in transition to 
organic, when the producer has requested an organic certification by the acreage 
reporting date.   

To learn more about USDA’s assistance for organic producers, visit usda.gov/organic.    

As USDA looks for long-term solutions to build back a better food system, the Department 
is committed to delivery of financial assistance to farmers, ranchers and agricultural 
producers and businesses who have been impacted by COVID-19 market disruptions. 
Since USDA rolled out the Pandemic Assistance for Producers initiative in March, the 
Department has provided support to America’s farmers and ranchers including:  

• $18 billion in Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2payments, including a 
fourfold increase in participation by historically underserved producers since the 
program reopened in April 2021.  

https://www.farmers.gov/pandemic-assistance/otecp?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.usda.gov/organic?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2021/03/24/after-identifying-gaps-previous-aid-usda-announces-pandemic?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


• Over $35 million in assistance for those who had to depopulate livestock and 
poultry due to insufficient processing access (Pandemic Livestock Indemnity 
Program).  

• Over $7 million to date for the logging and log hauling industry (Pandemic 
Assistance for Timber Harvesters and Haulers). Final payments are being 
calculated to be disbursed soon.  

• $1 billion to purchase healthy food for food insecure Americans and build food 
bank capacity.   

• $350 million in additional dairy assistance related to market volatility.   
• $500 million deployed through existing USDA programs. 

For more details, please visit www.farmers.gov/pandemic-assistance.       

 
USDA Offers Disaster Assistance for Producers 
Facing Inclement Weather 
Severe weather events create significant challenges and often result in catastrophic loss 
for agricultural producers. Despite every attempt to mitigate risk, your operation may suffer 
losses. USDA offers several programs to help with recovery. 

Risk Management 

For producers who have risk protection through Federal Crop Insurance or the Noninsured 
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), we want to remind you to report crop damage 
to your crop insurance agent or the local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office. 

If you have crop insurance, contact your agency within 72 hours of discovering damage 
and be sure to follow up in writing within 15 days. If you have NAP coverage, file a Notice 
of Loss (also called Form CCC-576) within 15 days of loss becoming apparent, except for 
hand-harvested crops, which should be reported within 72 hours. 

Disaster Assistance 

USDA also offers disaster assistance programs, which is especially important to livestock, 
fruit and vegetable, specialty and perennial crop producers who have fewer risk 
management options. 

First, the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) and Emergency Assistance for Livestock, 
Honeybee and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP) reimburses producers for a portion of 
the value of livestock, poultry and other animals that died as a result of a qualifying natural 
disaster event or for loss of grazing acres, feed and forage. And, the Livestock Forage 
Disaster Program (LFP) provides assistance to producers of grazed forage crop acres that 
have suffered crop loss due to a qualifying drought.  Livestock producers suffering the 
impacts of drought can also request Emergency Haying and Grazing on Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) acres. 

Next, the Tree Assistance Program (TAP) provides cost share assistance to rehabilitate 
and replant tree, vines or shrubs loss experienced by orchards and nurseries. This 

https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2021/07/13/usda-provide-pandemic-assistance-livestock-producers-animal-losses?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2021/07/13/usda-provide-pandemic-assistance-livestock-producers-animal-losses?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2021/07/20/usda-announces-pandemic-assistance-timber-harvesters-and-haulers?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2021/07/20/usda-announces-pandemic-assistance-timber-harvesters-and-haulers?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2021/06/04/usda-invest-1-billion-purchase-healthy-food-food-insecure-americans?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2021/03/24/after-identifying-gaps-previous-aid-usda-announces-pandemic?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/pandemic-assistance?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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complements NAP or crop insurance coverage, which cover the crop but not the plants or 
trees in all cases. 

For LIP and ELAP, you will need to file a Notice of Loss for livestock and grazing or feed 
losses within 30 days and honeybee losses within 15 days. For TAP, you will need to file a 
program application within 90 days. 

Documentation 

It’s critical to keep accurate records to document all losses following this devastating cold 
weather event. Livestock producers are advised to document beginning livestock numbers 
by taking time and date-stamped video or pictures prior to after the loss. 

Other common documentation options include: 

• Purchase records 
• Production records 
• Vaccination records 
• Bank or other loan documents 
• Third-party certification 

Other Programs 

The Emergency Conservation Program and Emergency Forest Restoration Program can 
assist landowners and forest stewards with financial and technical assistance to restore 
damaged farmland or forests. 

Additionally, FSA offers a variety of loans available including emergency loans that are 
triggered by disaster declarations and operating loans that can assist producers with credit 
needs.  You can use these loans to replace essential property, purchase inputs like 
livestock, equipment, feed and seed, or refinance farm-related debts, and other needs. 

Meanwhile, USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) provides financial 
resources through its Environmental Quality Incentives Program to help with immediate 
needs and long-term support to help recover from natural disasters and conserve water 
resources. Assistance may also be available for emergency animal mortality disposal from 
natural disasters and other causes. 

Additional Resources 

Additional details – including payment calculations – can be found on 
our NAP, ELAP, LIP, and TAP fact sheets. On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance 
Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery Tool can help 
you determine program or loan options. 

While we never want to have to implement disaster programs, we are here to help. To file 
a Notice of Loss or to ask questions about available programs, contact your local USDA 
Service Center. All USDA Service Centers are open for business, including those that 
restrict in-person visits or require appointments because of the pandemic. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fconservation-programs%2Femergency-conservation%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0808699c23404374669d08d9be5cf048%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637750129540188266%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=COH4pRWyPebu7DcO7yQbrubbLY%2FZ6VNQ4s85eSaZ7uI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Femergency-forest-restoration%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0808699c23404374669d08d9be5cf048%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637750129540188266%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=L67ALGT2L%2FiiQbd7OfGXVeadEwKucAFEpcp%2FO7xNcy0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2Fwps%2Fportal%2Fnrcs%2Fmain%2Fnational%2Fprograms%2Ffinancial%2Feqip%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0808699c23404374669d08d9be5cf048%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637750129540198223%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=BVWQEyJtdB%2Fw3Oq2OKSWtaZskVCneMt7D3UEHZ6gpwY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2Fnoninsured_crop_disaster_assistance_program-nap-fact_sheet.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0808699c23404374669d08d9be5cf048%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637750129540198223%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=hgbavYjaSIiKQx0K6zd%2B%2FAcC%2B6FEqjdtS4hxzshgZvI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2Felap-general-2020-fact-sheet-1.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0808699c23404374669d08d9be5cf048%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637750129540208181%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=PjOXjggqa65thkcTkXZy4N5TExDqzbge%2Fh5qJNRI4vE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2Flivestock_indemnity_program_lip-fact_sheet.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0808699c23404374669d08d9be5cf048%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637750129540208181%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=wbYnzBq0PQ7YZdnRVMoiZj%2BB2WVcaQGRkQ9KtaNf%2F9k%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2Ftree_assistance_program-tap-fact_sheet.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0808699c23404374669d08d9be5cf048%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637750129540218151%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=F1%2Bgm2xys9y6112U6loxOyuZOU9H4iDUV3ecmKq0D7U%3D&reserved=0
https://www.farmers.gov/node/28989?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/node/28989?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/2020-04/FSA_DisasterAssistance_at_a_glance_brochure_.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/fund/farm-loan-discovery-tool?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


 
USDA Climate Hubs 
The USDA Climate Hubs translate climate science into action, putting USDA research and 
resources into practice. The Hubs develop and deliver science-based, region-specific 
information and technology to natural resource and agricultural managers to help you 
make climate-informed decisions that reduce agricultural risk and build resilience to 
climate change. Our useful tools can help you plan for and manage weather- and climate-
related risks.   

The Climate Hubs offer a variety of resources to help you manage weather and climate-
risks, including tools and technology, outreach and education, and risk assessments: 

• Tools and technology to help you respond effectively to climate change impacts 
including drought, extreme weather events, and changing growing seasons. We 
provide coordinated technical support to enhance USDA program delivery, 
especially to underserved and vulnerable communities. 

The following tools can help you make informed management decisions on your 
operation: 

• Adaptation Workbook: A flexible process to consider the potential effects of 
climate change and design land management and conservation actions to prepare 
for changing conditions. 

• Grass-Cast: A grassland and forage productivity forecast for ranchers and 
rangeland managers. 

• AgRisk Viewer: A new platform to access, analyze, and visualize historical crop 
insurance loss data to inform risk management efforts. 

• Seedlot Selection Tool: A web-based mapping application that uses current or 
future climates to match seedlots and planting sites. 

• Outreach, education, and technical support on innovative ways to help lower 
barriers to adaptation, mitigation, and resilience-building: 

o Hurricane preparedness and recovery commodity guides: Guides to help 
producers prepare for and recover from hurricane events. 

o ‘As If You Were There’ 360 Demonstrations: A unique collection of virtual 
field tours to experience how others are adapting to and mitigating extreme 
weather and climate-driven events. 

o Pacific Northwest Biochar Atlas: Science-based guidance regarding 
biochar and its benefits, decision-support tools for biochar application, and 
case studies from early adopters. 

• Regional assessments of risk and vulnerability and user-friendly information and 
data to support risk management and climate change response. 

The Climate Hubs are a unique collaboration that connects USDA research and program 
agencies like the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), Farm Service Agency 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fadaptationworkbook.org%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0808699c23404374669d08d9be5cf048%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637750129540228105%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=1p71eOTGsb7Sp%2FBDwf5jP7Y2kq%2B2z3Sy%2BaCHE6c3xf4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.climatehubs.usda.gov%2Fhubs%2Fnorthern-plains%2Ftools%2Fgrass-cast-grassland-productivity-forecast%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0808699c23404374669d08d9be5cf048%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637750129540228105%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=h5JH1r51ge8TXEZj%2FprwzPpBjiGhE0LO08wWK1T3oBE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.climatehubs.usda.gov%2Fagrisk%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0808699c23404374669d08d9be5cf048%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637750129540238048%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=99swiFgxEz9teJqBooN8I%2FnazfRoljK9PELegjcyumg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.climatehubs.usda.gov%2Fhubs%2Fnorthwest%2Ftopic%2Fseedlot-selection-tool%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0808699c23404374669d08d9be5cf048%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637750129540238048%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=Eyfl5hZso%2BI86%2BWV292%2BRpyrWRjJSav4odSgTSTfW7M%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.climatehubs.usda.gov%2Fhubs%2Fsoutheast%2Ftopic%2Fhurricane-preparation-and-recovery-southeast-us%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0808699c23404374669d08d9be5cf048%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637750129540248017%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=6Nww8WakJ8SUjYMAaluSYcY7Qvp7Wp1i3aN0GYS2pZ8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.climatehubs.usda.gov%2Fhubs%2Fnortheast%2Fproject%2F360%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0808699c23404374669d08d9be5cf048%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637750129540257966%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=5hOsUC9utgCtRSe6XFpsTcjnvCbRPnErULo4vddB1ao%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pnwbiochar.org%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0808699c23404374669d08d9be5cf048%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637750129540257966%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=hY%2FPbw6Xp9kNw0hZ5oj10W26WqiUHC74I5JjWYRW5bk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.climatehubs.usda.gov%2Fassessments%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0808699c23404374669d08d9be5cf048%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637750129540267932%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=%2Brc2AlowZOH1ioJdPUO6lBsgTg3mPgjt1yXKbqYcZgY%3D&reserved=0


(FSA), Risk Management Agency (RMA), Economic Research Service, and Foreign 
Agricultural Service, among others. 

We support USDA stakeholders by providing vulnerability assessments, curating decision-
making tools, and facilitating stakeholder outreach on climate change and its impacts on 
working lands. 

The Climate Hubs also amplify the work of other USDA agencies to ensure USDA is 
meeting the needs of customers like you. 

• For example, the Southwest Climate Hub worked with RMA to provide more 
accessible, discoverable, and usable crop insurance data through the AgRisk 
Viewer. 

• Our Northern Plains Climate Hub developed a grassland and forage productivity 
model and rangeland drought dashboard working closely with agencies and 
partners. 

• At our Northeast Climate Hub, the NRCS liaison developed a webinar 
training titled “Helping farmers help the land through climate-smart farming” 
highlighting NRCS resource concerns and practices.   

There are 10 regional Climate Hubs across the nation co-located at Agricultural Research 
Service (ARS) and U.S. Forest Service (USFS) research units. To find your regional 
Climate Hub contacts visit climatehubs.usda.gov/contact. For more information on the 
Climate Hubs, visit climatehubs.usda.gov/. We are happy to help connect producers, 
USDA staff, and stakeholders to each other and to the best resources USDA has to offer.  

 
USDA Supports Military Veteran’s Transition to 
Farming 
Are you a military veteran interested in farming? USDA offers resources to help you: 

• Fund Your Operation: USDA’s Farm Service Agency offers a variety of funding 
opportunities to help agricultural producers finance their businesses. Certain funds 
are targeted for veterans and beginning farmers and ranchers. 

• Conserve Natural Resources: USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service 
offers conservation programs and expert one-on-one technical assistance to 
strengthen agricultural operations now and into the future. Veterans may be 
eligible for a cost share of up to 90 percent and advance payments of up to 50 
percent to cover certain conservation practices. 

• Manage Risks: USDA is here to help you prepare for and recover from the 
unexpected. Veterans who are beginning farmers may be eligible for reduced 
premiums, application fee waivers, increased insurance coverage, and other 
incentives for multiple USDA programs that support risk management. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.climatehubs.usda.gov%2Fagrisk%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0808699c23404374669d08d9be5cf048%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637750129540267932%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=9iRUdjOK4KYLtWT8lAE7Ea%2BSeZB5hb6JHSgZbQcyCkw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.climatehubs.usda.gov%2Fagrisk%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0808699c23404374669d08d9be5cf048%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637750129540267932%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=9iRUdjOK4KYLtWT8lAE7Ea%2BSeZB5hb6JHSgZbQcyCkw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrought.unl.edu%2Franchplan%2Fmonitor.aspx%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0808699c23404374669d08d9be5cf048%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637750129540277973%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=DEbLFbcApfuDXi7n9wlbrDqZLxfMVdFsneqPc46ENV4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.climatehubs.usda.gov%2Fhubs%2Fnortheast%2Fnews%2Fvideo-series-understanding-climate-change-and-climate-smart-agriculture%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0808699c23404374669d08d9be5cf048%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637750129540277973%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=BYV%2B2VZwwOLDOelzWOFCyrrfMP6kyISmTWn%2FgUnZRoQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.climatehubs.usda.gov%2Fhubs%2Fnortheast%2Fnews%2Fvideo-series-understanding-climate-change-and-climate-smart-agriculture%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0808699c23404374669d08d9be5cf048%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637750129540277973%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=BYV%2B2VZwwOLDOelzWOFCyrrfMP6kyISmTWn%2FgUnZRoQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.climatehubs.usda.gov%2Fcontact%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0808699c23404374669d08d9be5cf048%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637750129540287831%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=LWhkWQznzaZFF77RPa%2BlSFiFPviu07NiUR9xEnR2arA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.climatehubs.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0808699c23404374669d08d9be5cf048%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637750129540297801%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=4T54nG52yH1UjVD0CNasMTW2CDzaPyG8Z%2FGwjJ1S9Ow%3D&reserved=0
https://www.farmers.gov/fund?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/fund?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/conserve?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/manage?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


USDA wants to ensure that veterans transitioning to agriculture have the resources 
needed to succeed. While USDA offices are currently closed to visitors because of the 
pandemic, Service Center staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, 
email, and other digital tools. To conduct business, please contact your local USDA 
Service Center. Additionally, more information related to USDA’s response and relief for 
producers can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus. If you’re a new farmer, you can also 
reach out to your state Beginning Farmer and Rancher Coordinator 

 
USDA Provides $1.8 Billion to Offset Market 
Fluctuations  
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is in the process of issuing $1.8 billion in 
payments to agricultural producers who enrolled in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) 
and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs for the 2020 crop year.  These payments 
provide critical support to help mitigate fluctuations in either revenue or prices for certain 
crops. These two USDA safety-net programs help producers of certain crops build back 
better after facing the impacts of COVID-19 and other challenges.     

In addition, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is encouraging producers to contact their 
local USDA Service Centers to make or change elections and to enroll for 2022 ARC or 
PLC, providing future protections against market fluctuations. The election and enrollment 
period opened on Oct. 18, 2021 and runs through March 15, 2022.      

2020 Payments and Contracts    

ARC and PLC payments for a given crop year are paid out the following fall to allow actual 
county yields and the Market Year Average prices to be finalized. This month, FSA 
processed payments to producers enrolled in 2020 ARC-County (ARC-CO), ARC-
Individual (ARC-IC) and PLC for covered commodities that triggered for the crop year.      

For ARC-CO, view the 2020 ARC-CO Benchmark Yields and Revenues online 
database for payment rates applicable to their county and each covered commodity.     

For PLC, payments have triggered for barley, canola, chickpeas (large and small), dry 
peas, flaxseed, lentils, peanuts, seed cotton and wheat. More information on rice 
payments will be announced later this fall and in early 2022.       

For ARC-IC, producers should contact their local FSA office for additional information 
pertaining to 2020 payment information, which relies on producer-specific yields for the 
crop and farm to determine benchmark yields and actual year yields when calculating 
revenues.     

By the Numbers    

More than 1.7 million contracts were signed in 2019.  In 2020, producers signed nearly 1.8 
million ARC or PLC contracts, and 251 million out of 273 million base acres were enrolled 
in the programs.  In 2021, signed contracts surpassed 1.8 million.      

https://www.farmers.gov/manage/newfarmers/coordinators?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Farcplc_program%2Farcplc-program-data%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0808699c23404374669d08d9be5cf048%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637750129540297801%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=L8tXwzD1tEoylB%2B0VJ552bO0TRd%2BAQfVahUhtJ7Fq2Y%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Farcplc_program%2Farcplc-program-data%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0808699c23404374669d08d9be5cf048%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637750129540297801%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=L8tXwzD1tEoylB%2B0VJ552bO0TRd%2BAQfVahUhtJ7Fq2Y%3D&reserved=0


Since the ARC and PLC were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and reauthorized by the 
2018 Farm Bill, these safety-net programs have paid out more than $32.5 billion to 
producers of covered commodities.    

2022 Elections and Enrollment     

Producers can elect coverage and enroll in ARC-CO or PLC, which are both crop-by-crop, 
or ARC-IC, which is for the entire farm. Although election changes for 2022 are optional, 
producers must enroll through a signed contract each year. Also, if a producer has a multi-
year contract on the farm and makes an election change for 2022, it will be necessary to 
sign a new contract.     

If an election is not submitted by the deadline of March 15, 2022, the election remains the 
same as the 2021 election for crops on the farm.  Farm owners cannot enroll in either 
program unless they have a share interest in the farm.        

Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, 
flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long 
grain rice, medium and short grain rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, 
sunflower seed, and wheat.        

Web-Based Decision Tools     

In partnership with USDA, the University of Illinois and Texas A&M University offer web-
based decision tools to assist producers in making informed, educated decisions using 
crop data specific to their respective farming operations. Tools include:     

•  Gardner-farmdoc Payment Calculator, a tool available through the University of 
Illinois allows producers to estimate payments for farms and counties for ARC-CO 
and PLC.    

• ARC and PLC Decision Tool, a tool available through Texas A&M tallows 
producers to estimate payments and yield updates and expected payments for 
2022.       

Crop Insurance Considerations     

ARC and PLC are part of a broader safety net provided by USDA, which also includes 
crop insurance and marketing assistance loans.      

Producers are reminded that ARC and PLC elections and enrollments can impact 
eligibility for some crop insurance products.      

Producers on farms with a PLC election have the option of purchasing Supplemental 
Coverage Option (SCO) through their Approved Insurance Provider; however, producers 
on farms where ARC is the election are ineligible for SCO on their planted acres for that 
crop on that farm.      

Unlike SCO, the Enhanced Coverage Option (ECO) is unaffected by an ARC election.  
Producers may add ECO regardless of the farm program election.     

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffarmdocdaily.illinois.edu%2F2019%2F08%2Fintroducing-the-gardner-farmdoc-payment-calculator.html%2522%2520%2Ft%2520%2522_blank%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0808699c23404374669d08d9be5cf048%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637750129540307755%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=WFrq2wedjww9xtFUIWc19yyAz05ZS5nv6Fig8LLy69s%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.afpc.tamu.edu%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0808699c23404374669d08d9be5cf048%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637750129540307755%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=R8zBP4rV8Ur2ZHr83uImohlKT6jBF%2Bp6l63Oo6TRJ2E%3D&reserved=0


Upland cotton farmers who choose to enroll seed cotton base acres in ARC or PLC are 
ineligible for the stacked income protection plan (STAX) on their planted cotton acres for 
that farm.       

More Information      

For more information on ARC and PLC, visit the ARC and PLC webpage or contact your 
local USDA Service Center.    

 
USDA Launches First Phase of Soil Carbon 
Monitoring Efforts through CRP 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is investing $10 million in a new initiative to 
sample, measure, and monitor soil carbon on Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) 
acres to better quantify the climate outcomes of the program. CRP is an important tool in 
the Nation’s fight to reduce the worst impacts of climate change facing our farmers, 
ranchers, and foresters. This initiative will begin implementation in fall 2021 with three 
partners. Today’s announcement is part of a broader, long-term soil carbon monitoring 
effort across agricultural lands that supports USDA’s commitment to deliver climate 
solutions to agricultural producers and rural America through voluntary, incentive-based 
solutions.     

These models include the Daily Century Model, or DayCent, which simulates the 
movement of carbon and nitrogen through agricultural systems and informs the National 
Greenhouse Gas Inventory. Data will also be used to strengthen the COMET-
Farm and COMET-Planner tools, which enable producers to evaluate potential carbon 
sequestration and greenhouse gas emission reductions based on specific management 
scenarios.     

USDA partners will conduct soil carbon sampling on three categories of CRP practice 
types: perennial grass, trees, and wetlands.     

Perennial grasses: In consultation with USDA, Michigan State University will sample and 
measure soil carbon and bulk density of CRP grasslands (including native grass plantings, 
rangelands, and pollinator habitat plantings) at an estimated 600 sites across the U.S. with 
a focus in the central states during this five-year project. This information will be used 
to model and compare the climate benefits of CRP. Partners include the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison, the University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff, Deveron, an agriculture 
technology company, and Woods End Laboratories.   

Trees: Mississippi State University will partner with Alabama A&M University to collect 
above and below ground data at 162 sites across seven states documenting CRP-related 
benefits to soil and atmospheric carbon levels. Information will help further calibrate 
the DayCent model. This five-year project will focus within the Mississippi Delta and 
Southeast states.           

Wetlands: Ducks Unlimited and its partners will collect data on carbon stocks in wetland 
soils as well as vegetation carbon levels at 250 wetland sites across a 15-state area in the 
central U.S. Data will support the DayCent and additional modeling. Partners for this five-

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Farcplc_program%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0808699c23404374669d08d9be5cf048%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637750129540317703%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=289gXEuqxcQFHavyWCIounw7T9GZ6J4BEDLhX04iG5c%3D&reserved=0
http://www.farmers.gov/service-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.epa.gov%2Fghgemissions%2Finventory-us-greenhouse-gas-emissions-and-sinks%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0808699c23404374669d08d9be5cf048%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637750129540327663%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=hb5kuOFJXOlO%2FKbJJPVHsLVlYnQX0EueEy3NQeIllbA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.epa.gov%2Fghgemissions%2Finventory-us-greenhouse-gas-emissions-and-sinks%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0808699c23404374669d08d9be5cf048%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637750129540327663%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=hb5kuOFJXOlO%2FKbJJPVHsLVlYnQX0EueEy3NQeIllbA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcomet-farm.com%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0808699c23404374669d08d9be5cf048%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637750129540327663%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=I8V02CxD2soVfWrkUXFkLyhlEWS3wuxD1RMKOqghEvs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcomet-farm.com%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0808699c23404374669d08d9be5cf048%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637750129540327663%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=I8V02CxD2soVfWrkUXFkLyhlEWS3wuxD1RMKOqghEvs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcomet-farm.com%2FActivityType%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0808699c23404374669d08d9be5cf048%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637750129540337617%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=CJBzXVna6WJgTKjWk%2BHFc9%2FVYbfDZ4vQqV6Q9nlqOI4%3D&reserved=0


year project include: Migratory Bird Joint Venture, Intertribal Research and Resource 
Center at United Tribes Technical College, Clemson University, Kenyon College, Lincoln 
University, Pennsylvania State University, the University of Missouri, and the University of 
Texas at Austin.      

CRP Monitoring, Assessment, and Evaluation Projects        

These three Climate Change Mitigation Assessment Initiative projects are funded through 
FSA’s program to work with partners to identify Monitoring, Assessment and Evaluation 
(MAE) projects to quantify CRP environmental benefits to water quality and quantity, 
wildlife, and rural economies.       

Applications for projects were welcome from all organizations, including 
public, private, nonprofit institutions, and educational institutions including historically Black 
colleges and universities, Tribal colleges and universities and Hispanic-serving institutions 
or organizations.         

For more details on the all the awarded MAE projects, visit the FSA Monitoring 
Assessment & Evaluation webpage.         

About the Conservation Reserve Program        

CRP is one of the world’s largest voluntary conservation programs, with an established 
track record of preserving topsoil, sequestering carbon, reducing nitrogen runoff and 
providing healthy habitat for wildlife.         

In exchange for a yearly rental payment, agricultural producers enrolled in the program 
agree to remove environmentally sensitive land from production and plant species that will 
improve environmental health and quality. In general, land is enrolled in CRP for 10 to 15 
years, with the option of re-enrollment. FSA offers multiple CRP signups, including the 
general signup and continuous signup, as well as Grassland CRP and pilot programs 
focused on soil health and clean water. In 2021, producers and landowners enrolled more 
than 5.3 million acres in CRP signups, surpassing USDA’s 4-million-acre goal.        

Earlier this year, USDA announced updates to CRP including higher payment rates, new 
incentives for environmental practices, and a more targeted focus on the program’s role in 
climate change mitigation. This included a new Climate-Smart Practice Incentive for CRP 
general and continuous signups that aims to increase carbon sequestration and reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions. Climate-Smart CRP practices include establishment of trees 
and permanent grasses, development of wildlife habitat, and wetland restoration. 
Download the “What’s New” fact sheet  to learn more about CRP updates.      

 
USDA Reminds Producers to File Crop Acreage 
Reports 
Agricultural producers who have not yet completed their crop acreage reports after spring 
planting should make an appointment with their local County Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
before the applicable deadline. 
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Feconomic-and-policy-analysis%2Fnatural-resources-analysis%2Fmae-reports-and-articles%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0808699c23404374669d08d9be5cf048%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637750129540347571%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=bkhxVgTNUMmXwaOwaHIUEegNyZrEMj1ROgqYqRbrlEM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Feconomic-and-policy-analysis%2Fnatural-resources-analysis%2Fmae-reports-and-articles%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0808699c23404374669d08d9be5cf048%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637750129540347571%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=bkhxVgTNUMmXwaOwaHIUEegNyZrEMj1ROgqYqRbrlEM%3D&reserved=0
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An acreage report documents a crop grown on a farm or ranch and its intended uses. 
Filing an accurate and timely acreage report for all crops and land uses, including failed 
acreage and prevented planted acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits. 

How to File a Report 

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for all Virginia Counties: 

January 15, 2022         Apples, Peaches, Fall-Seeded Small Grains, Canola, 
                                    Grapes           

May 15, 2022               Cabbage (Planted 3/16-4/15), Spring Oats, Potatoes, Tomatoes 
                                     (Planted on or before 5/15) 

June 15, 2022               Beans (Planted 3/4-5/25) 

*July 15, 2022              Beans (Planted 5/26-7/10), Tomatoes (Planted 5/16-7/5), 
                                     Tomatoes, Perennial Forage 

August 15, 2022          Cabbage (Planted 4/16-7/10) 

September 15, 2022  Beans (Planted 7/15-9/5) 

November 15, 2022   Apiculture 

November 30, 2022   Clams 

*All other crops not listed have an acreage reporting date of July 15, 2022 

Service Center staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and 
other digital tools. Because of the pandemic, some USDA Service Centers are open to 
limited visitors. Contact your local County FSA office to set up an in-person or phone 
appointment. 

To file a crop acreage report, you will need to provide: 

• Crop and crop type or variety. 
• Intended use of the crop. 
• Number of acres of the crop. 
• Map with approximate boundaries for the crop. 
• Planting date(s). 
• Planting pattern, when applicable. 
• Producer shares. 
• Irrigation practice(s). 
• Acreage prevented from planting, when applicable. 
• Other information as required. 

http://www.farmers.gov/service-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


Acreage Reporting Details 

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates: 

• If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the acreage 
must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then 
the acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or 
acquiring the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county 
office. 

Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural 
disaster, were unable to plant. Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form 
CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as 
established by FSA and USDA’s Risk Management Agency. 

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the 
acreage reporting date for NAP-covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 
calendar days before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins. 

More Information 

For questions, please contact your local County FSA Office.  

 
USDA Opens 2022 Signup for Dairy Margin 
Coverage, Expands Program for Supplemental 
Production 
Signup period will run from Dec. 13,2021 to Feb. 18, 2022.  

USDA opened signup for the Dairy Margin Coverage (DMC) Program and expanded the 
program to allow dairy producers to better protect their operations by enrolling 
supplemental production. This signup period – which runs from Dec. 13, 2021 to Feb. 18, 
2022 – enables producers to get coverage through this important safety-net program for 
another year as well as get additional assistance through the new Supplemental DMC. 

 
Celebrate the ‘Twelve Gifts of Conservation’ with 
NRCS 
If you enjoyed advent calendars as a child or simply like a 
good scavenger hunt, you’ll definitely want to check out the 
#12GiftsofConservation. USDA’s Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) is again offering its own take 
on this time-honored tradition to help count down to 



Christmas with an entertaining and informative look at the long-term benefits of 
conservation. 

Join us as we virtually unwrap a new gift every weekday through Dec. 23 to highlight how 
activities we undertake today can be some of the most valuable gifts we can pass along to 
future generations of Virginians. Each includes one or more links to video presentations 
with additional information on the selected topic that you can access here or through a 
playlist on our state You Tube channel. 

• Gift 1: Crops (Video: Crop Rotation) 
• Gift 2: Organic Matter (Video: No-till) 
• Gift 3: Natural Resources (Videos: Grassland Restoration and  Wetland Reserve 

Easement) 
• Gift 4: Soil (Videos: Cover Crops and Water and Sediment Control (Catch) Basin) 
• Gift 5: Energy (Video: Pumping Station) 
• Gift 6: Recreation (Video: Restored Wetlands) 
• Gift 7: Vegetation (Videos: Tree and Shrub Establishment and Forage and 

Biomass Planting) 
• Gift 8: Air (Videos: Nutrient Management and  Waste Transfer System) 
• Gift 9: Technology (Video: Prescribed Grazing) 
• Gift 10: Irrigation and Water Management (Videos: Microirrigation, Irrigation 

Reservoir and Irrigation Water Management) 
• Gift 11: Organic Agriculture (Video: High Tunnel) 
• Gift 12: Natural Protection (Video: Forest Stand Improvement) 

Virginia NRCS will announce and promote each gift on Twitter and the farmers.gov 
Facebook account, making it easier to find the content that most interests you. Contact 
your local USDA-NRCS field office if you’d like to learn more about any of the topics in this 
series. 

 
Progression Lending from FSA 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) farm loans are considered progression lending. Unlike loans 
from a commercial lender, FSA loans are intended to be temporary in nature. Our goal is 
to help you graduate to commercial credit, and our farm loan staff is available to help 
borrowers through training and credit counseling. 

The FSA team will help borrowers identify their goals to ensure financial success. FSA 
staff will advise borrowers on developing strategies and a plan to meet your goals and 
graduate to commercial credit. FSA borrowers are responsible for the success of their 
farming operation, but FSA staff will help in an advisory role, providing the tools necessary 
to help you achieve your operational goals and manage your finances. 

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, contact your County USDA Service 
Center or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fplaylist%3Flist%3DPLuZ_HCbDlptNBuqEMcuEHxzu9evrCTUEP%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0808699c23404374669d08d9be5cf048%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637750129540367480%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=PqtxohZIEGO3wdH3OjKkPYrtayizg1U7hQkbLL1JmKs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Findex%3D3%26list%3DPL4J8PxoprpGZ2F23YzTa3QjSDfj-lK2ZB%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%26v%3DwqRh6pNBObw&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0808699c23404374669d08d9be5cf048%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637750129540377440%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=mej8UkhIk9W%2B3JXU%2Fc6uOtqHBQHtDu4jevCrO8ccjO4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FDBYeb66dN80%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0808699c23404374669d08d9be5cf048%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637750129540387395%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=XVz%2BbA9fIhQFnc2crAQm%2FQbfZAkBS5%2B6jBWxwH%2FrSEY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FWZetr9qxPYY%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0808699c23404374669d08d9be5cf048%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637750129540387395%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=e3UcBs36QGqpE1vaB49jHw9Ulqyk67YYihTEeJEAmcs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FOh8I2xTRHWU%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0808699c23404374669d08d9be5cf048%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637750129540397362%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=r6IONlBL42ZBUBD7Rlzgypr4nqFr5n8c%2B5Iwdf8GEgw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FOh8I2xTRHWU%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0808699c23404374669d08d9be5cf048%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637750129540397362%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=r6IONlBL42ZBUBD7Rlzgypr4nqFr5n8c%2B5Iwdf8GEgw%3D&reserved=0
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FF2tiivKf8a0%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0808699c23404374669d08d9be5cf048%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637750129540407311%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=emY76%2FClyXqn8%2FArd771hgCMg56MPfVpprN2Kejob9Q%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FuIw9xdTpmj4%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0808699c23404374669d08d9be5cf048%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637750129540407311%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=fOj1BV1wF9AvBvhEY%2BWpR7CGDQ%2FEblqcnX0ulV2c9eg%3D&reserved=0
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FwT-4BvrPGiI%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0808699c23404374669d08d9be5cf048%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637750129540427225%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=KZNH2Le3Dmuv6zefC6hwE0RXQF%2FWU%2FfSTAaeMzNa484%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FwT-4BvrPGiI%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0808699c23404374669d08d9be5cf048%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637750129540427225%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=KZNH2Le3Dmuv6zefC6hwE0RXQF%2FWU%2FfSTAaeMzNa484%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Findex%3D21%26list%3DPL4J8PxoprpGZ2F23YzTa3QjSDfj-lK2ZB%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%26v%3D0B6fWKkgr2I&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0808699c23404374669d08d9be5cf048%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637750129540437179%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=BdJdZmAOu3hOTKGfli18uHRPcDrgquH1iORGJzgPvYQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FPXwPRUN-TTc%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0808699c23404374669d08d9be5cf048%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637750129540447134%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=%2Bch%2Bn48DpXGykSQcQd6ROZJziU36LhR4sREGolprzrI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FJOiyO31rOis%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0808699c23404374669d08d9be5cf048%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637750129540447134%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=vJYEerruybQ5DXKlh9jx4fw6ofbsDcOyPFQr8cFivo8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2Fdo-AVvmDD9U%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0808699c23404374669d08d9be5cf048%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637750129540457091%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=fhR0iYzvCsTd5b0quXj9O7n9oavi6z3johZYoaJiCAI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FXm0v0DVhVnI%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0808699c23404374669d08d9be5cf048%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637750129540457091%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=SdKIY%2FYIXGARRVBjBolcgnfgdCg71dXZVdOQTi91pOI%3D&reserved=0
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Communication is Key in Lending 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) is committed to providing our farm loan borrowers the tools 
necessary to be successful. FSA staff will provide guidance and counsel from the loan 
application process through the borrower’s graduation to commercial credit. While it is 
FSA’s commitment to advise borrowers as they identify goals and evaluate progress, it is 
crucial for borrowers to communicate with their farm loan staff when changes occur. It is 
the borrower’s responsibility to alert FSA to any of the following: 

• Any proposed or significant changes in the farming operation 
• Any significant changes to family income or expenses 
• The development of problem situations 
• Any losses or proposed significant changes in security 

If a farm loan borrower can’t make payments to suppliers, other creditors, or FSA on time, 
contact your farm loan staff immediately to discuss loan servicing options. 

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, contact your County USDA Service 
Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.  

 
Selected Interest Rates for December 2021 
90-Day Treasury Bill 0.125% 

Farm Operating Loans — Direct 2.00% 

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 3.00% 

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher 1.50% 

Emergency Loans 3.00% 

Farm Storage Facility Loans - (7 years) 1.5% 

Commodity Loans 1996-Present 1.125% 

 
Dates to Remember 
1/7  OTECP Sign-up Deadline  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0808699c23404374669d08d9be5cf048%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637750129540496917%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=rEU8Q7cgVX%2Bn7D87dyRRPHcwQfUgEf8H8nTUExx5fkk%3D&reserved=0


1/15  Acreage Reporting Deadline for Apples, Peaches, Fall-Seeded Small 
Grains,   Canola, Grapes for 2022 

1/30  ELAP Application for Payment Deadline for 2021 

2/15  NAP Application for Coverage Deadline for vegetables, most fruits, coarse 
grains,   perennial forages for 2022 

2/18  DMC/SMDC Sign-up Deadline for 2022 

3/2  LIP Application for Payment Deadline for 2021 

3/15  NAP Application for Coverage Deadline for hemp for 2022 

3/15  ARC/PLC Election/Enrollment Deadline for 2022 

  

 
 

 

 
Virginia FSA State Office 

1606 Santa Rosa Road, Suite 138 
Richmond, VA  23229 

Phone: 804-287-1503 Fax: 855 -621-5866 
 

Office Hours 7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

R. Kevin Bohon 
Acting State Executive Director 

Helene McGann 
Administrative Officer 

Whitney Foster 
Chief Farm Loan Programs 

Allison Goin 
Chief Farm Programs 



Diane Lenoir-Giles 
Public Relations/Outreach Specialist   

    

  

   

 

CONTACT US: 
Farm Service Agency 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 
Risk Management Agency 

Service Center Locator 

 

SUBSCRIBER SERVICES: 
Manage Subscriptions  |  Help 
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